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Proposed constitution for the Labour Left Alliance 

Motion 
Tees Valley Labour Left moves to LLA National Conference that the attached proposal be 
adopted as the LLA constitution. 
This proposal builds on and adopts the format of an earlier draft by Labour Against the 
Witch-hunt and Sheffield Labour Left. However in some crucial areas it is fundamentally 
different to the SLL-LAW draft. 
Tees Valley therefore submits the proposal as a competing amendment rather than as an 
amendment. 

Discussion 
These are explanatory notes as to how the two proposals differ. Not every simple change 
to wording and emphasis is included. 

“Organising Group” 
This section has been taken out:  

• TVLL agrees with the principle of a group having oversight of the Steering 
Committee but this one could eventually number in the hundreds and would be far 
too unwieldy. 

• No trade union should be able to buy its places neither should any affiliated 
organisation have automatic access although TVLL includes places on its proposed 
“Constitutional Committee” 

• “Every bona fide local group” could mean duplicate groups in the same area / CLP 
• There is no indication as to how the members of the Organising Group will 

themselves be accountable or how the workings of the group will be fully 
transparent.  

• The facility for the Organising Group to overturn decisions made by the Steering 
Committee risks the latter being unable to function. 

• TVLL separates executive and non-executive functions between a Steering 
Committee and a Constitutional Committee. 

Comments section by section 

1. Our aims: 
• TVLL agrees with support for the democratic and national rights of the Palestinians 

but doesn’t think it should be a specific part of the constitution otherwise we could go 
on and list every injustice in the world. 
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• TVLL doesn’t think we should use the word “witch-hunt”. It may be accurate but it 
makes the LLA look like just one of its affiliated organisations 

• TVLL uses the term “Open Selection” as it includes both selection of PPCs and 
mandatory re-selection 

• TVLL has taken out support for free movement of people. Whilst it may well be 
supported by a majority of members it was not part of the LLA Appeal that they were 
signatories to. It should be a separate debate at the LLA Conference 

 
2. Individual supporters and basic structure: 

• TVLL takes out “witch-hunt” and inserts “been unfairly suspended or expelled from 
the Labour Party or unfairly refused admittance” 

• TVLL proposes that local groups must approve new members and can propose the 
revocation of membership 

• TVLL believes that local Labour Left branches should be based on constituency 
boundaries. It’s in CLPs where we lobby the powers that be through motions, submit 
motions and constitutional amendments to Conference, appoint Conference 
delegates, make policy submissions, make nominations to Party bodies such as the 
NEC, NCC, CAC and Regional Executive Committees, reselect MPs or at least hold 
them to account and select Parliamentary candidates. 

• TVLL believes that the facility for local branches to communicate directly with their 
members and supporters without central control should be included in the 
Constitution 

• TVLL includes the phrase “there shall be discussion with the Constitutional 
Committee as to how local individual signatories to the LLA Appeal may participate 
in the existing local left group”. This addresses the situation where local Momentum 
branches are affiliating to the LLA and the question as to how LLA supporters in the 
area are enfranchised without having to join Momentum  
 

3. The Steering Committee 
• TVLL believes that a Steering Committee has to be outward facing, reactive and 

responsive. It has to empower the energy and commitment of LLA members. 
• TVLL suggests that the SC of 15 members would be able to achieve that 

functionality without being top heavy. It could be a different number. The key thing is 
that they are all individual members of the LLA and are all elected by OMOV 

• TVLL does not allocate automatic places on the SC to affiliated organisations. 
They’re only able to make nominations to the OMOV  

• TVLL reiterates its approach that the Steering Committee is the executive arm whilst 
the Constitutional Committee provides non-executive oversight. That gives the SC 
more ability to make decisions on a timely basis whilst being accountable both ways,  
to the CC and to members)   
 

4. The Constitutional Committee 
• TVLL includes directly elected affiliates to this body. That’s consistent with the way 

non-Executives are chosen – to provide a different perspective from a different 
background.  
  
 



Tees Valley Labour Left – motion to the LLA conference Feb 2020 
 

5. LLA conference 
• “Political strategy” and “campaigning priorities” can’t be decided only once per year. 

TVLL believes that there needs  to be consultative processes short of Special 
Conferences that are fluid and responsive to events 

• Similarly with constitutional amendments. However TVLL limits them to one per year 
per group otherwise the organisation could be besieged 

• TVLL suggests a process in which motions are handled transparently with the 
degree of consultation being proportionate to the potential impact of the motion 
 

6. Disputes   
• TVLL proposes that the CC should be able to overturn decisions made by the 

Steering Committee on appeal  

 

Concluding comments: 

TVLL advocates a constitution for an organisation that:  

• Would be member led with OMOV and local branches being fully consulted 
• Would not be bureaucratic and inward facing 
• Would be transparent in its processes and decision making 
• Would avoid the failings of the Momentum model. 
• Would aspire to be an exemplar in achieving “grassroots democracy”  

 

Tees Valley Labour Left 

27 January 2020 

 

 
 
 

 


