
Backrounnd 

Why the LLA should stand candidates for the NEC 

Can we build a genuine left within the Labour Party without challenging for posts at the national 
level?  Of course we can.  But we would be missing an opportunity to reach tens of thousands of left 
members in the short time that the left might have before the next round of the witchhunt kicks in. 

The Labour Left Alliance (LLA) with over 1700 individuals signed up across 460 constituencies, and 
30 local affiliates, has reached a point where it can now consider intervening at a national level in 
internal Labour Party elections. 

The Labour Party National Executive Committee (NEC) is regarded as finely balanced and therefore 
activists on the left are told that we must unite behind those chosen by the Centre Left Grassroot 
Alliance (CLGA) and/or Momentum otherwise we risk handing the party over to the right.  Momentum 
are the loudest advocate of this line, as they are in the driving seat. 

The problem with this for the non-Momentum left is that we have been doing just that, but in fact the 
differences are becoming more marginal.  On the witchhunt for example Jon Lansman has ended up 
being a keen participant.  On Open Selection, Jon Lansman has stepped away from supporting this.  To 
be blunt, Momentum at a national level can no longer be regarded as a movement, but are now simply 
the organisation for the soft left and careerist that seeks office for the sake of office. 

Many of the leaderships of both the Labour Representation Committee (LRC) and Jewish Voice for 
Labour (JVL) believe that the left should offer an alternative to Lansman at least. 

Present decision making process for NEC ‘left’ list 

At the moment the Centre Left Grassroots Alliance determines the ‘left/centre’ candidates for the NEC 
elections (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centre-Left_Grassroots_Alliance). 

The CLGA has the agreeing of the NEC slates as its only purpose. 

Affiliated groups to the CLGA are: 

Momentum (aka Lansman) 
Campaign for Labour Party Democracy (CLPD) 
Labour Representation Committee (LRC) 
Jewish Voice for Labour (JVL) 
Labour Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (nope, I have not seen anything of them either!) 
Labour Briefing Co-op (a tiny split from Labour Briefing run by Christine Shawcroft) 
Left Futures (Lansmans blog) 
Labour Assembly Against Austerity 
Red Labour (a facebook page specialising in memes) 

(I am told the Grassroot Black Left (GBL) is also affiliated.  This is a small group around Marc 
Wadsworth.) 

The above groups meet and haggle over the acceptable names for the CLGA slate. 

As can be seen above, some of the affiliated groups are real and carry some weight in the Labour Party. 

Momentum has the numbers, the finances, the database, the full time staff etc. 

The CLPD has a name that is well recognised. 

The LRC has a small but loyal following. 



JVL has a well-respected name. 

The other groups are either hardly known or mere shells. 

In very recent times Momentum has attempted to choose the candidates alone, but have had to back 
down when others have threatened to stand as well. 

Options for the LLA 

The LLA does not yet have name recognition amongst the left inside Labour, and groups such as 
Momentum will be keen to ensure it stays that way. 

But of course, the local groups affiliating to us show that we have a pull beyond our national name 
recognition. 

In my view, alongside all our local campaigning work within the LP and alongside the LP, we must 
also push to get recognised. 

And we must not allow momentum a free ride when it comes to internal party elections if we are 
serious about transforming the Labour Party, as this is something that national Momentum have 
effectively dropped as one of their key aims. 

We have four main options: 

1.We simply allow the CLGA to organise a slate of NEC candidates and support all or most of the 
slate.  I would recommend no support for Jon Lansman if we choose this option. 

2.We stand our own candidate or candidates under the LLA banner.  This is the high-risk strategy of 
being accused of ‘splitting the left’. 

3.We apply to join the CLGA and take part in their process.  This would probably tie us in to 
supporting Momentum and the candidacy of Jon Lansman 

4.We approach LRC, JVL, CLPD with a view to a joint slate.  This is my recommended option. 

	


